CHANGING THE

conservation
CONVERSATION

from doom and gloom to
optimism and opportunity

EARTH OPTIMISM SUMMIT
APRIL 23-25, 2020, WASHINGTON, DC

BUILDING ON
SUCCESS
In 2017, the Smithsonian and partners
demonstrated the hunger for sharing
stories of success through its inaugural
Earth Optimism Summit and #EarthOptimism.
The Summit took place in Washington, DC
and featured:

300+
speakers

108+

media outlets
covered the
event

CLICK TO VIEW
OUR SIZZLE REEL

1500+
237M
attendees
people reached

This event, which some called a
“master class in saving the planet,”
built momentum and demonstrated
that it’s possible to inspire people
– through powerful storytelling – to
make positive steps.
After the Summit, more than 70
percent of attendees stated that
they made changes in their lives
and work after hearing the many
success stories across geography,
scale, and expertise.

INTRO
TO 2020
Earth Optimism aims to fundamentally shift how we frame the narrative
about our planet, from doom and gloom to optimism and opportunity.
The Earth Optimism movement emerged from two key realizations:

1

That fear without hope leads to
apathy rather than action.

2

That conservation successes
are widespread yet not widely
appreciated.

The Smithsonian Institution is leading this movement by finding and sharing
stories of ‘what’s working’ to inspire millions. In 2020, Earth Optimism events
around the world will promote successful conservation strategies being
deployed worldwide and discuss how to scale and mainstream these
strategies to achieve transformational change.

#earthoptimism

SUMMIT
2020
VENUE

The Summit will take place from
April 23-25 at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade
Center in Washington, DC, steps
from Smithsonian museums and the
National Mall. Coinciding with the
50th anniversary of Earth Day, the
Summit will reach tens of thousands.

PROGRAM

SMITHSONIAN EVENTS

Smithsonian’s 19 museums, 9 research
centers, and the National Zoo are also
hosting Earth Optimism events to coincide
with the Summit and throughout the year.
Smithsonian Affiliates, which include over
100 museums across North America, will
also be hosting their own Earth Optimisminspired events.

SISTER EVENTS

3 days. 18 sessions. 200 experts and
emerging leaders. 1500 attendees.
Within the Summit there will be:
interactive engagement zones for
networking; indoor and outdoor
public programming and exhibitions;
workshops; youth-only spaces; and
more!

The Summit is part of a growing, global
movement. Teams of people are
developing programs for sister events
across the US, the United Kingdom China,
Colombia, Kenya, India, Panama, Peru,
and Colombia. Connecting digitally and
via Live Feed, Earth Optimism is coming to
your community too!

SESSIONS

REACH

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Big System Change
Environmental Justice and Equity
Food, Water & Energy Systems
Funding & Philanthropy
Fashion, Beauty & Sports
Species, Spaces & Cities
The Science of What Works
Transportation and Infrastructure
Working Lands & Seascapes
Waste and Efficiency
Women in Science
Youth and Education
And more!

The Smithsonian enjoys more than 100
million consumer touch points across
multiple platforms, including digital
(websites, social media), onsite (visitors),
and multimedia properties (Smithsonian
television & magazines).
In the 2017 Summit, we reached
237 million. For 2020, we aim to reach
1 BILLION individuals around the world!

#earthoptimism

SELECT
SPEAKERS
MARY ROBINSON

PURNIMA BARMAN

CHRISTIANA FIGUERES

KATHARINE HAYHOE

LONNIE BUNCH

SEAN CARROLL

FRED SWANIKER

ALI VELSHI

Former President of Ireland
and currently leads the
Mary Robinson Foundation Climate Justice
Secretary, Smithsonian
Institution & Founding
Director of the National
Museum of African
American History
and Culture

2017 Whitley Award winner
and Indian conservationist
working with women and
wetlands

Founding Partner, Global
Optimism and Convener
“Mission 2020”

VP for Science Education,
Howard Hughes Medical Institute

ALEX DEHGAN

Founder and CEO, African
Leadership University and
African Leadership Network

Director, Climate Science
Center and Professor at
Texas Tech University

MSNBC Anchor and
Business Correspondent for
NBC News and MSNBC

CEO and Founder,
ConservationX Labs

GET
INVOLVED
Changing the narrative requires robust participation from diverse
audiences across the United States and around the world.
We hope you will join us!
YOUR PARTICIPATION IS CRUCIAL
The next ten years will define the future
of the planet. Join us as we demonstrate
that success is possible. Get involved with
Earth Optimism today!
SHARE YOUR STORY
#EarthOptimism is a hashtag that is open
to all. Share your story and tell us what’s
working in conservation!
HOST YOUR OWN EVENT
A toolkit is available online. Individuals
and org- anizations that are interested in
hosting their own Earth Optimism event,
talk, twitter campaign, etc. are invited to
request the use of the logo and post their
event on the Smithsonian website.

NOMINATE A SPEAKER
SI is compiling a list of diverse speakers from
around the world to share stories both big
and small of what’s working in conservation.
You are invited to email earthoptimism@si.edu
to suggest a speaker. Speakers will come
from across sectors and disciplines.
ATTEND
The Summit will be open to the public
for registration.
SPONSORSHIP/EXHIBITOR
To reach millions, we need a wide variety of
sponsors. The Summit will provide prime
visibility for sponsors and exhibitors.
To learn more, please contact
Andrea Santy

Director of Program Development,
Smithsonian Conservation Commons

Phone 202-633-3874
Email santya@si.edu

The Earth Optimism Summit (EO) counts on
generous donors and sponsors to make this
event a success! We invite you, to consider
giving a charitable, tax-free donation
or joining us as a sponsor at one of the
following levels:

$5000
LIVING LANDSCAPES SPONSOR
• Sponsor acknowledgement in event media
and digital initiatives
• Link to sponsor site from EO website
• Summit registration for 1

$10,000
GREEN PEAKS SPONSOR
• Sponsor acknowledgement in event media
and digital initiatives
• Table display (4’ x 6’) in a high-traffic area
within the Summit space
• Link to sponsor site from EO website
• Video loop logo recognition on digital signage
• Summit registration for 2

$25,000
BLUE SKIES SPONSOR
• Sponsor acknowledgement in event media 		
and digital initiatives
• Exhibitor booth (8’x 8’) in a high-traffic area
at the Summit
• Link to sponsor site from EO website
• Video loop logo recognition on digital signage
• Summit registration for 4
The Innovation Commons is a public-play space where
participants and the public will interact with new, innovative
tools and products critically assisting conservation success.
Unique sponsor demonstrations, curated art installations,
and networking lounges will enhance the visitor experience.
The Innovation Commons is centrally located in the Atrium
of the building. It is at the crossroads of the main plenary
sessions, main stage sessions, and public access areas,
making it a high-traffic, high-activation space

$50,000
SHINING SEAS SPONSOR
• Sponsorship acknowledgement in event media 		
and digital initiatives
• Exhibitor booth (10’ x 15’) within the Innovation Commons
• Link to sponsor site from EO website
• Video loop logo recognition on digital signage
• Main stage recognition
• Inclusion in Live Stream video bumper
• Summit registration for 6

$100,000
SUSTAINABLE EARTH CO-SPONSOR
• Top-level acknowledgement in event media, invitations
and digital initiatives prior to and during the Summit
• Special placement for an exhibitor booth (20’ x 20’)
within the Innovation Commons
• Link to sponsor site from EO website
• Video loop logo recognition on digital signage
• Plenary stage recognition
• Inclusion in Live Stream video bumper
• Customized event benefits available upon request
• Summit registration for 8

$250,000
PLANETARY HERO TITLE SPONSOR
• Title billing in event media, invitation and digital initiatives
prior to and during the Summit
• Link to sponsor site from EO web site
• Customized exhibitor booth size with premier placement
in the Innovation Commons
• Premier logo recognition throughout the Summit
• Premier video logo recognition on digital signage
• Plenary stage recognition
• Summit registration for 10

