
How to 
Take Care 
of  Big Cats
Episode Four

Episode Four Summary:
Meet some of the scientists who are working to protect cats by studying them.   

Explore Smithsonian: How Does a Curator of  Great Cats Monitor the 
Health of  Individual Lions?
Great Cat Curators at the National Zoo need to track the health of the lion 
pride, and one way they are doing it is with glitter. Join us to find out why 
lions are eating glitter.

Go Deeper: https://ssec.si.edu/explore-smithsonian-how-does-cura-
tor-great-cats-monitor-health-individual-lions-pride

Cheetah Embryo Transfer
Scientist from Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute discuss the first 
cheetah cubs born via embryo transfer and why this is an important step in 
the conservation of cheetahs.

Go Deeper: https://nationalzoo.si.edu/news/first-cheetah-cubs-born-re-
sult-embryo-transfer

Explore Smithsonian: What can we Learn from Lion Poop?
It may sound gross, but poop can tell you a lot about an animal’s health. Join 
the Smithsonian’s Great Cat Curator to learn how and why they collect lion 
poop and why it’s sparkly!

Go Deeper: https://ssec.si.edu/explore-smithsonian-what-can-we-learn-li-
on-poop

This ten-part series is the result of a partnership between the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Conservation Commons Earth Optimism Initiative, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia, and the U.S. Embassy in Jakarta.

Videos:

Questions for Discussion:
Why is it important for the zoo to assess each lion’s health?
How does embryo transfer help cheetah conservation?
What are things that are hurting wild Big Cat populations?
What actions can humans take to protect Big Cats?

Episode 4 Vocabulary:
Carnivore
Embryo
Population
Reproduce

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BLA5RYUzXo&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfdEqLdobGQ&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/lgBKVjY5z2U
https://ssec.si.edu/explore-smithsonian-how-does-curator-great-cats-monitor-health-individual-lions-pride
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/news/first-cheetah-cubs-born-result-embryo-transfer
https://ssec.si.edu/explore-smithsonian-what-can-we-learn-lion-poop


Educational Resources
Lion News Archive:
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/6874

Keeping Up with the Great Cats: Lion Pride Edition:
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/keep-
ing-great-cats-lion-pride-edition

Cheetah News Archive:
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/6886

Why Do Cheetahs Have Spots? And Other Cheetah 
Facts:
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/why 
-do-cheetahs-have-spots-and-other-cheetah-facts

Wild Inside the National Zoo: Lion Pride:
https://learninglab.si.edu/resources/view/103144

Find out more About Earth Optimism and how you can get involved
https://earthoptimism.si.edu

Find us on Social Media @earthoptimism #earthoptimism

Earth Optimism is an initiative led by the Smithsonian Institution's Conservation Commons Network, including Movement of 
Life and Working Land and Seascapes Actions Areas, including The Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute, Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center, Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Office of International Relations, Smithsonian National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Marine Station, Smithsonian 
Enterprises, Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, Smithsonian Science Education Center, Cooper Hewitt, 
Smithsonian Design Museum, and The Smithsonian Channel.

Key Facts
• “Big cats” was a term to describe the four large

wild cats that roar. An extended definition of big
cats includes lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, snow
leopards, cheetahs, cougars, clouded leopards,
and Sunda clouded leopards.

• African lions are the most social of all big cats and
live together in prides of around 15 lions.

• A female lion needs 5kg of meat a day. A male
needs 7kg or more a day.

• Cheetahs are visual hunters. Unlike other big cats
cheetahs are diurnal, meaning they hunt in early
morning and late afternoon

• Big cat populations have declined dramatically
around the world due to habitat loss, hunting,
poaching and illegal trading of their fur and body
parts.

Students Ask a Scientist about Caring for 
Big Cats
Craig Saffoe is the curator of Great Cats, Andean 
bears and Kids’ Farm areas at the Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo. He is responsible for the overall 
care and management of 17 species and more 
than 50 individual animals. He works with a team 
of animal keepers to care for and facilitate the 
breeding of the Zoo’s large carnivores, including 
one of the most critically endangered species, 
Sumatran tigers. 

https://nationalzoo.si.edu/staff/craig-saffoe
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/6874
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/keeping-great-cats-lion-pride-edition
https://www.facebook.com/EarthOptimism/
https://twitter.com/earthoptimism/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDCxrLrmApEDEHC6o-fCYAg
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/6886
https://learninglab.si.edu/resources/view/103144
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/news/why-do-cheetahs-have-spots-and-other-cheetah-facts



