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USA - A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS

The United States calls itself “a nation of immigrants.” We are multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and multi-lingual with 
people also representing multi-citizenships. One of the fastest growing groups in the United States are Latinxs. 
You will notice the word “Latinx” (pronounced “La-TEEN-ex”) used frequently in this guide and throughout 

the exhibition. Latinx is a gender-neutral term that refers to people of Latin American descent, origin, or 
heritage. Latinxs can be of any race. 

Think about the words above in red and what they mean.
How do you identify yourself in terms of ethnicity or race?

I consider myself: _______________________________________________________________

facebook.com/SmithsonianAnacostiaCommunityMuseum

twitter.com/AnacostiaMuseum

anacostia.si.edu

The mission of the Smithsonian Anacostia Community 
Museum is to enhance understanding of contemporary 
urban experiences and strengthen community bonds by 
conserving the past, documenting the present, and serving 
as a catalyst for shaping the future.

Gateways received generous financial support from the 
Latino Initiatives Pool, a federal fund administered by the 
Smithsonian Latino Center. 

Cover: Hispanics, the New Italians, 2015, Rosalia Torres-Weiner, 
Charlotte, NC,  Courtesy of Cindy and Randy Rice
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The title of this exhibition is Gateways/
Portales.  

A gateway, or portales in Spanish, is an 
entrance or passage that can be opened and 
closed.

This exhibition examines how the increase 
of Latinx immigrants and migrants is 
changing social, political, economic, and 
cultural life in the United States. The 
exhibition focuses on four urban areas in 
particular: Washington, DC; Baltimore, 
Maryland; Charlotte, North Carolina; 
and Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina. 
All but Baltimore experienced a rapid 
increase of their Latinx populations over the 
past several decades. 
 
Gateways/Portales is divided into three 
sections (or portals), each with its 
own theme: social justice and civil 
rights (portal 1); making home and 
constructing communities (portal 
2); and community and celebration 
(portal 3). 

In 1990, the overall immigrant population of the 
United States was 13.7 million people. In 2013, 
the immigrant population doubled. What was 
the immigrant population of the United States 
in 2013? (Hint: Multiply 13.7 million by 2)

Your answer:  ___________________________________

Introduction to 
the Exhibition 
Introduction to 
the Exhibition 

Did you know?
Between 1980 and 2000, 

Charlotte’s Latinx population 
grew by more than 900%?

Did you know?
Between 1980 and 2000, Raleigh-
Durham’s Latinx population grew 

by 1,180%

In 2013, there were 54 million 
Latinxs in the United States. In 

2013, the population of the United 
States was 316.5 million people.

54 million is what percent 
of 316.5 million?
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Your answer:  __________________________________

(Hint: Divide 54 million by 316.5 million)

Hypergrowth by 
the Numbers
Hypergrowth by 
the Numbers



This family guide will be a “gateway” to help you 
better understand the exhibition.  
By exploring the exhibition you will be able to 
determine the answers to the questions in this guide 
while also learning about the diversity of Latinx 
cultures.  The exhibition will also inspire you to think 
about issues Latinx communities face on a larger, 
national level.

List three things you hope to learn from the exhibition

1.  ________________________________________

2.  ________________________________________

3.  ________________________________________

1.___________________________ 

     2. ___________________________

           3. ___________________________

Name at least three Latin American 
countries where some U.S. immigrants 
come from.

People from many different countries 
and cultures make the United States 
their home. Some of these people 
were born here. Others have lived 
here for many years. But many 
others have immigrated. 

Write the name of each 
country you named 
in its location on the map.
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Latinx communities have had to overcome many 
hurdles in order to attain equal levels of social 
justice in the United States, especially in the areas 
of education, labor rights, and the economy. This 
section of the exhibition examines the people and 
events that helped define that struggle.

1980

1991

1996

2000

2011

2012

2015

Portal 1:  Social Justice and Civil Rights

Social Justice and Civil Rights Timeline
Draw a line from the year in the first column to the corresponding event in the second column.

L     k at the timeline below

Federal statute 287(g) is enacted allowing state and local law 
enforcement to directly enforce federal immigration law.

Congress votes down the Development, Relief, and Education for 
Alien Minors Act (DREAM Act) bill.

President Obama makes Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) law. (However, in June 2016, the Supreme Court rules that 
only individuals who received DACA before the 2014 extension are 
covered.)

Rioting erupts in the Washington, DC, neighborhood of Mount 
Pleasant.

Latino Cooperative Credit Union (LCCU) is founded in Durham, 
NC, where it opened its first branch.

Latinxs protest and march in Baltimore alongside African Americans in 
response to the shooting death of Freddie Gray. 

U.S. Census asks about “Spanish/Hispanic/Latino” origin or descent 
for the first time.
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LOOK AT THE THEMES IN THE 
CHART BELOW

Social Justice
Latinxs, African Americans, and many 
others protest the death of Freddie Gray in 
Baltimore

exampLe

exampLe from the exhibitiontheme

Theme Example from Portal 1

Education

Economic 
Justice

Labor Rights

Add your own theme Add your own example from Portal 1

noW YoU trY it

noW reVerSe it
(YoU fiLL in the theme)

Example from Portal 1 Theme

Graduation gowns

The Latino Cooperative Credit Union

What About My Dream

AAdd your own example from the exhibition. Add your own theme.

IN PORTAL 1, FIND AN EXAMPLE FOR 
EACH BUZZ WORD. THE EXAMPLE CAN 
BE A PERSON, PLACE, THING, IDEA, OR 
EVENT. WRITE THAT EXAMPLE IN THE 
BLANK BOX NEXT TO THE THEME.
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Immigration policy in the United States is complex and ever changing. For example, 
many young people brought to the United States as children by undocumented parents 
(but who now attend U.S. public schools and universities) experience anxiety related to 
deportation. Young people in this situation have been referred to as “dreamers.”  

A U.S. legislative proposal called the DREAM Act (acronym for Development, Relief, 
and Education for Alien Minors) was first introduced in the U.S. Senate in 2001 as a way 
of providing the undocumented a path to citizenship. The proposal did not pass. It has 
since been reintroduced several times in Congress but has failed to pass and become 
law. U.S. lawmakers at the city, state, and federal government levels continue to debate 
how to develop a fair and equitable solution to this ongoing issue.

In Portal 1 you will find a description of a project called “What About My Dream.” 
This project was part of a campaign designed by the North Carolina organization El 
Pueblo Inc. to give Latinx youth a way to illustrate their professional dreams.

Tell us 
about your 
life dreams.

MY DREAM FOR MY FAMILY

MY DREAM FOR MYSELF

THE FOLLOWING MIGHT PREVENT ME FROM REACHING MY DREAM

Education and a Dream Deferred
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What is the title of this mural?

Find this image in Portal 1 then fill in the blanks to reveal the title 

“A ___________________ without ___________________ is a __________________ people”

What is interesting about this title?
______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Section 2:  Making Home and Constructing Communities
Latinx communities have methods to create and 
feel a sense of home, belonging, and personal 
identity. These methods also serve to empower 
them as a group. Some of the ways they do this is 
through establishing culture-specific restaurants 
(restaurantes), small grocery stores (tiendas), radio 
and TV stations (radio y estación de television), 
newspapers (periódicos), and churches (iglesias).
  

Another important connection to 
culture and community is through art.
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Your answer:  __________________________________

The Church: Sanctuary and Symbol
From storefronts to cathedrals, churches 
represent safe spaces for many Latinxs.

Trusted spaces can be critical for undocumented 
persons, new community residents, and people 
with limited English fluency. The location of 
churches within Latinx neighborhoods and the 
services they offer (like bilingual education) make 
them valuable resources.

This image from the exhibition shows the Virgin 
of Guadalupe. Interpreted by artists in many ways, 
this figure is a powerful and pervasive religious 
symbol throughout Latin America.

Find the art work in Portal 2 that the caption below describes.

The Virgin of Guadalupe is re-imagined as a “millennial” 
figure holding a rifle. She questions her future and is 
wary of the challenges facing her in modern society. 

Write the title of this work in Spanish 

____________________________________

Do you have a safe space?  Where is it?

Your answer:  ___________________________

Women from which Latinx community are known 
for getting jumbo-size rollers put in their hair 

when they go to the beauty shop? (Hint: In 2014 
this group surpassed Puerto Ricans as the largest 

Latinx group in New York City.)

Find this image in Portal 2, 
then answer the question below.

The subject of this art work is the famous children’s 
cartoon character Dora the Explorer. The artist M. Tony 
Peralta has chosen to portray Dora with giant rollers in 
her hair. He has also depicted real-life women in this 

way to make a statement about personal identity. 

Hint:  In 2014 this group surpassed Puerto Ricans as the 
largest Latinx group in New York City.
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Foodways:  Comfort, Kinship, and Memory

“Tell me what you eat, and I will tell you who you are”
                                                                    Jean-Anthelme Brillat-Savarin
                                                                    “18th-century French lawyer, politician, and food writer”

What people eat, when, and with whom—what we sometimes 
call foodways—are largely determined by their cultures. 
Migrants bring their food preferences and eating customs 
with them to the United States, allowing them to maintain 
a sense of identity and cohesion. Foodways are integral to 
understanding the Latinx experience. The type of food eaten, 
where it is grown, how it is prepared, and where it is eaten 
all contribute to a sense of home, kinship, and comfort. In 
addition to documenting heritage, food is also a way for Latinx 
communities to connect memories of place to the past.
Is there a food item that you can connect to a 
time, place, or event in your life?
Your answer:  

Do you have a favorite food from a 
Latin American country?  What food 
is it?  Which country?

My favorite food:  

__________________________

Country of origin:  

__________________________Finish the Story

Find this image in Portal 2, then finish 
the story by filling in the blanks.

This woman is preparing a traditional 
dish of _________________________________ 
in the middle of a __________________field 
located in _________________________. 
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Festivals and celebrations in Latinx communities 
are a form of public demonstration. They create and 
spread cultural meaning. Festivals promote diversity 
and unity, provide emotional support, and bring 
people together in a shared public space. This unity 
is not just cultural and physical, but also symbolic.

Community activism and volunteerism are the forces 
that gave birth to the annual festivals highlighted in 
the exhibition’s four gateway cities. 

Which of these is NOT a Latinx festival?
Hola Charlotte, Charlotte, NC Fiesta DC, Washington, DC

Hola amigo, Baltimore, MD Fiesta del Pueblo, Raleigh, NC

Your answer:__________________________________
What is your favorite holiday or festival?  Your answer:_____________________________

What makes this day important to you? ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day of the Dead: 
Empowerment, Identity, and Belonging

Day of the Dead is a traditional holiday observed each 
fall throughout Mexico and the United States from the 
end of October through early November. At this multi-
day observance, family and friends gather to pray for and 
remember friends and family members who have died and to 
help support the spiritual journey of the deceased. Altars are 
created to remember loved ones.

Write the name of this holiday in Spanish. 
Your answer:  _______________________________________________

Portal 3:  Festival as Community Empowerment
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This exhibition has a Day of the Dead altar.  

Find the altar then color in this image in your own unique way.
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Finish the Story
Find this image in Portal 3, then finish the story by filling in the blank words. 

This event is happening in the city of ___________________________.  
This woman is participating in a festival called  ___________________. 
Her costume represents the country of   ________________________. 

Latinx culture is rich in holidays 
and traditions. Some are more 
traditional than others, but they 
all help keep Latinx culture alive.
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DACA:  DACA is the acronym for “Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals.” It is a U.S. immigration policy announced by President Obama in 
June 2012 that allows certain undocumented immigrants who entered the United States before their 16th birthday and before June 2007 to 
receive a renewable two-year work permit and exemption from deportation. DACA confers non-immigrant legal status but does not provide 
a path to citizenship. In June 2016, the U.S. Supreme Court’s 4-4 decision on a case challenging President Obama’s plan to shield as many as five 
million undocumented immigrants from deportation and allow them to work in the United States in effect left in place an appeals court ruling 
blocking the president’s plan. 

D.R.e.A.M. Act:  The DREAM Act (acronym for Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) is a U.S. legislative proposal for a 
multi-phase process for undocumented immigrants in the United States that would first grant conditional residency and upon meeting further 
qualifications, permanent residency. The bill has been re-introduced several times in Congress but has failed to pass and become law.

Hypergrowth: Growth over 300%

Latinx:  Latinx (pronounced “La-TEEN-ex”) is a gender-neutral way of referring to people of Latin American descent. The term also better 
reflects Latin America’s broad diversity. The plural of Latinx is Latinxs.

Race:  Any group of people of common ancestry, distinguished from others by physical characteristics, such as hair type, color of eyes and skin, 
stature, etc. Within this context and understanding the wide diversity within Latinx groups, it’s important to understand that Latinx is not a race.

Sanctuary City:  Sanctuary city is a term given to a city in the United States that follows certain practices that protect undocumented 
immigrants. These practices can be by law (de jure) or they can be by habit (de facto). The term generally applies to cities that do not allow 
municipal funds or resources to be used to enforce federal immigration laws, usually by prohibiting police or municipal employees from inquiring 
about one’s immigration status. The designation has no legal meaning. 

There are many U.S. cities with the designation of sanctuary city including Washington, DC, and Baltimore. Washington received this designation 
by Mayor Vincent Gray in 2011. In 2012, Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake signed a similar executive order for the city of Baltimore. North 
Carolina cities no longer provide sanctuary.
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Answer Key
Intro and Portal 1

Page 1:        Hypergrowth by the numbers,   54 million is what percent of 316.5 million?    17.1% 
Page 1:      What was the immigrant population of the United States in 2013?                  27.4 million

Page 3:  Social Justice and Civil Rights Timeline
1980              Federal statute 287(g) is enacted allowing state and local law enforcement to directly enforce federal immigration law.

1991            Congress votes down the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act (DREAM Act) bill

1996          President Obama makes The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) law.  However, in accordance with the Supreme Court  
                        ruling of June 2016, only individuals who received DACA before the 2014 extension are covered.

2000             Latino Cooperative Credit Union (LCCU) is founded in Durham, NC, where it opened its first branch.
 
2011           Rioting erupts in the Washington, DC neighborhood of Mount Pleasant

2012           Latinx protested and marched in Baltimore alongside African Americans in response to the shooting death of Freddie Gray.  

2015             The first census that asked respondents about “Spanish/Hispanic/Latino” origin or descent  

Page 6:        Finish the story     A people without murals is a demuralized people

Portal 2
Page 7:    Which Latinx community is known for giant hair rollers?     Dominican(s) 

Page 8:    Finish the story,   This woman is preparing a traditional dish called tostadas in the middle of a 
                                          blueberry field located in North Carolina.  

Portal 3
Page 9:   Write the name of this holiday in Spanish.         Día de los Muertos

Page 9:   Which of these is not a Latinx celebration?       Ola el Amigo, Baltimore, MD

Page 11:    This event is happening in the city of Charlotte, North Carolina.  
                   This woman is participating in a popular festival called Hola Charlotte.
                   Her costume represents the country of Colombia.

This Family and Visitor’s Guide was funded in part by the D.C. Commission on the Arts & Humanities, an agency supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts.
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